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English version: Arya Gayathry, State Bank of India, Pallickal Branch

@OOUM@EMO : (MV1A40E (Swapna Raj), BEYE) 61O 630a0 €D, RASMEC,
Mo 1S

The rich and magical tunes of the flute pushed through the doors during pleasant twilights,
awakening the soul of the young man inside. He was slowly drawn towards the alluring charms
of the instrument which played melodiously, "Chandana mani vaathil paathi chaari..." And he
searched for the music in the reeds among the thickets around his house. This amused his
neighbour who was the one playing the tunes. He blessed this youth and gifted him a real flute.
We present before you today, this young talented banker, who mesmerized us with his
beautifully played tunes last year.

Bipin Raj
State Bank of India
Sooranad Branch

He is a native of Mynagappally, Kollam - the younger of the two sons of Sri. Rajan, who was a
Government employee, and Smt. Rajalakshmi, a housewife. His brother Bimal Raj retired from
the Indian Navy and works abroad. He did his schooling at Sree Chithira Vilasam LP School and
UP School of his village, Karunagappally Boys' High School, and Chavara Government High
School. He did his graduation from Chavara Government College and MSc Mathematics from
Kottayam CMS College. At school, he spent his leisure time drawing and painting. He
participated in youth festivals and other programmes only for group events.

It was later on that he got attracted to the woodwind instrument. Thus he reached before
Vijayan mash of Karunagappally. But he could not pursue his passion beyond the basics. Still he
held his neighbour Santhosh chetan as his guru. Though he can play short simple songs on his
flute, the lack of proper training remained a flaw.

In 2009, he got recruited to State Bank of Travancore and joined its Adoor branch as the first
posting. Then he got transferred to Karunagappally branch. It was while there that he got
promoted to a trainee officer in 2012 and joined Kattapana branch. From there he was
transferred to Koothattukulam branch as a field officer, and later to Thiruvananthapuram Local
Head Office. After this, he got posted as the Service Manager in Bharanikkavu branch and then



as Branch Manager, Sooranad branch, where he still works.

While working at Thiruvananthapuram, one day he happened to hear his beloved flute music on
the way home from his office. On further search, he got in touch with guru Ambili Bala, who
stayed near his office. He restarted his flute journey. On being transferred to Bharanikkavu, he
approached the famed flute artist, Sri. Adoor Ravikumar to learn further. Now he is pursuing
online classes as well, from renowned artist, Sri. P R Murali.

In 2013, he married Smt Raji(Branch Manager, SBI Anandapally Branch). He is thankful that he is
encouraged and motivated by his wife, friends, colleagues and higher officials at the Bank, and
above all, Talented Bankers group. He also gives a message to all our friends here to use their
leisure time to pursue such long-lost passions to be away from today's stress at work.

Recently, Bipin did a few cover songs, supported by friends from his neighbourhood. He is proud
to share that his family members including his daughter performed in the picturisation of a
song, "Para niraye ponnalakkum pournami raavai", based on the famous Malanada temple. His
daughter Daksha is a 3rd grader at Adoor New Man Central School.

He enthralled us all with his renditions of "Moham kondu njan.. , Thankathoni... " and a chain of
such melodious songs during the last T B Meet. We wholeheartedly wish that he and his family
excel in their professional and artistic life ahead!



